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offences so that the limit begins to run from
the last day up to which the offence continued.
In the same way there are continuing complaints,
as for example the desertion of a woman by her
husband.

SERVICE OF SUMMONS

A summons cannot be heard by a court unless
it has been properly served. This is usually done
by the local police. The summons must be served
personally or must be left at the defendant's last
or most usual place of abode. In a few cases a
summons left at a defendant's place of business is
good service. By the Service of Process (Justices)
Act, 1933, summonses may be sent by post.

WARRANT

Upon any criminal information, a magistrate
may instead of issuing a summons in first instance
grant a warrant of arrest to bring the alleged
offender before a court forthwith. A warrant is
usually issued instead of a summons where the
defendant has disappeared; for example, in
charges against a husband for running away and
leaving his wife and family chargeable to the
County Council. Sometimes a warrant is issued at
once if there are grounds for fearing that the
defendant may repeat the offence if allowed to
remain at large; for example, a violent man may
commit another assault when he discovers that
proceedings have been taken at court against him.

Generally, however, where the defendant's name
and address are known, a summons is issued first.
If he then fails to appear, a warrant may be issued.